
Thanks to decades of deliberate saving, some retirees have more 
money in their Individual Retirement Account (IRA) than they 
need for daily living expenses and long-term care. In the past, those 
interested in giving those IRA distributions to charity had to pay 
taxes on all withdrawals, reducing their donation’s value.
  
The good news is that it is now possible to give IRA assets to charity, 
free from federal tax.  Giving through your IRA is an attractive giving 
option if you are over 70½  and now receiving minimum IRA distri-
butions, but do not need the extra income.

The legislation, called the PATH Act (Protecting Americans from 
Tax Hikes), was passed by Congress in late December, 2015. It is a 
permanent extension of the Pension Protection Act of 2006, which 
permitted individuals to roll over up to $100,000 annually from an 
IRA directly to a qualifying charity without being taxed. 
 
Using IRA assets to make a gift during your lifetime, as opposed to 
giving via bequest in your will, enables the Foundation to respond to 
current needs and for you to experience the joy of giving now.  The
           Hamilton Community Foundation is here to help, offering
                  personalized service to donors and knowledge about 
                     community needs and the local nonprofit organizations 
                       which fill them. 
 

“There aren’t many 
ways to avoid paying 
taxes,” agrees local 
retired Judge John 
Moser.  He and his wife 
Shirley support the 
John and Shirley Moser 
Fund at the Hamilton 
Community 
Foundation.  “This may 
be one of the best ways 
to give and in the process 
provide opportunities 
for those less fortunate.  

 In this case, those who
 may not otherwise have 

the opportunity to obtain a college education,” he adds. 

PATHWAYS to Giving
spring 2016

A legacy of achievement. A future of possibilities.

The Charitable IRA Rollover: Now a Permanent Benefit

Dr. Carole Kuhn has used her IRA distributions to help develop 
Carole’s Canine Companions.  The fund at the Hamilton Community 
Foundation supports a pet visitation program at Berkeley Square and 
Westover, so that seniors can interact with dogs and cats from Animal 
Friends Humane Society.  “Donating through my IRA is a convenient 
way for me to give,” Carole says.

Matching Your Gift to Your Passions
Having more retirement money than you need is a good 
problem to have.  At the Hamilton Community Foundation, 
we have several giving options:

The Unrestricted Fund: meeting ever-changing 
                               community needs.

Field of Interest Funds: connecting personal values to 
                                high-impact opportunities.

Designated Fund: helping local organizations sustain
                        and grow.

The permanent Charitable IRA rollover is an important new 
tool for both local charities and donors, who are interested in 
investing in our community and improving the social service 
programs that benefit people every day. 

For more information, contact the Hamilton Community 
Foundation, (513) 863-1717.

Carole’s Canine Companions  

John and Shirley Moser       



Mary Ann Harkrader reflects on a student she met years ago 
when she was teaching fourth grade at Hamilton’s Pierce 
Elementary.  He was interested in the violin.  His mother was 
dying of cancer and his family could not afford his instrument or 
lessons.  The situation touched her.  “I wanted to make sure 
future opportunities were available for children to pursue 
music,” she said.
   
Mary Ann says that throughout her career, she and other teach-
ers were disheartened to encounter students with exceptional 
ability in math, writing, history, science and music – but a lack 
of family resources for enrichment opportunities. In 2006, she 
established The Window of Opportunity Fund at the Hamilton 
Community Foundation.
  
Pierce Elementary has since closed, and Mary Ann is now 
retired.  Late last year, she met with the Foundation and Hamilton 
City School officials to find new ways to use the fund to reflect her 
original intent.  The window has now reopened to give Hamilton 
City School students a chance to experience, learn and grow    
                             through music, despite financial barriers.

Enrichment scholarship selections are made by a committee of 
teachers. So far, two scholarships have been awarded to grade 
schoolers for participation in the Young Musicians Club, which 
prepares for and presents three public concerts over the school 
year.  Students who apply must first write an essay stating their 
desire to participate and why they should be chosen.

“I would like to attend 
the program because I 
have always loved 
music and want to learn 
everything I can about 
it.  I want to gain more 

experience working with other people in music that have a desire 
to sing and learn,” wrote Briona Powell, a fifth grader at 
Brookwood Elementary.

“I want to join your club,”echoed 
Javier Solazano.  “I am respon-
sible and I am always on my best 
behavior and I pay attention,” 
wrote the Riverview sixth grader.

Both Briona and Javier played 
in their first concert in early 
March at Garfield Elementary.

The Window of Opportunity 
Fund will also offer limited 
scholarships for two other 
activities this summer:  
HAMS (Hamilton Acting and 
Music School) for second 
through fifth grade, as well 
as individual summer music 
lessons.
 

“I’m happy,” says Mary Ann. “This is what I wanted 
this fund to do.  My intent was for children to become involved 
with music in elementary school, making it more likely that they 
will continue with music later in life.”
 
“Through these scholarships, the donor and the teacher are vali-
dating this child’s worth and potential.  Its saying to the young 
student, ’I believe in you,’” says Tari McKee, fine arts director, 
Hamilton City Schools. “We tell the young students that someone 
paid their fee for them.   For them it means, ‘Someone thinks I 
have talent’.”  

Providing a Musical Window of Opportunity for Kids 



Besides reliable transportation for new employees, he 
believes that local employers will also see improvement in 
worker retention, as lack of transportation can be a barrier to 
keeping a job.
   
The fare per person on the long, new R6 Route (named so 
because it is the sixth major route BCRTA provides) is just 
$2.00.  To ensure transit hours accommodate varying work 
shifts, adjustments to the schedule and its stops may be 
needed as the program progresses.
  
For several years, BCRTA has been trying to help solve to the 
work transportation gap in Butler County that has left more 
than 13,000 annual work trips unserved.  Local employers 
contemplating the same problem contacted with 
BCRTA for solutions.  Both employer and employee needs 
were considered throughout the program’s extensive planning 
process. 
 
Matt says the long term hope is that local employers, work-
ers, municipalities and elected officials recognize the value 
of public transportation and support sustainable local fund-
ing initiatives. “We want to continue to increase the size of 
the labor pool and create opportunities,” he adds.  

www.hamiltonfoundation.org

A $25,000 grant from the Hamilton Community Foundation 
to the Transit Alliance of Butler County (TABC) will help both 
job seekers and employers. TABC operates in conjunction 
with the Butler County Regional Transit Authority (BCRTA).
 
“We are very grateful for the grant,” says Matt Dutkevicz, 
executive director of BCTRA.  The grant will help fund its 
new Job Connector program, scheduled to begin in April.  
The program gives workers from Hamilton, Fairfield, 
Cincinnati, Springdale, Oxford and Middletown the opportu-
nity to work anywhere along its long route. Riders may even 
connect to the Cincinnati Metro System for even further 
opportunities.
 
Matt says that the project solves a vital community need:  
connecting workers with jobs and creating better access 
between jobs and residential areas.  The bigger, long term 
impact will be increased tax revenues and community 
vibrancy.
   
The grant fits with the Foundation’s strategic plan objective 
to increase economic vitality by focusing on increasing the 
number of people who are prepared for employment. 
   
“We are trying to be an economic tool,” said Matt, who 
expects that in its first year, the Job Connector will provide 
10,000 trips to and from work. 

Job Connector Program: 

Getting Butler County to Work

Matt Dutkevicz, executive director of BCRTA, with Craig Wilks, 
treasurer of the Hamilton Community Foundation.



www.hamiltonfoundation.org

New German Village Plaza on Third Street: A Vision Realized

Spring landscaping is spiffing up Hamilton’s German 
Village Plaza in anticipation of 2016 events.
 
The first of these will be Saturday, May 14, when 
the Plaza hosts the first-ever Hamilton Flea, a 
curated urban flea market.  The Flea will take place 
on the second Saturday of each month through 
September. 
 
German Village Plaza has been a vision of the 
German Village community for nearly a decade.  The 
$1.5 million dollar project was funded by the 
Hamilton Community Foundation, the Lane Public 
Library, the City of Hamilton, community develop-
ment block grant funds, and assessments charged 
to adjacent property owners.  

The raised clay brick, sidewalk level plaza encom-
passes the entire 300 block of North Third Street. 
Traffic flows normally on a day to day basis.  When 
there is an event, decorative metal bollards section 
the plaza into three modules. These can be used 
independently, to shut off the street partially for 
smaller events, or together to stop traffic entirely. 
 
Many feel German Village Plaza’s most exciting fea-
ture is its potential to host events galvanizing a 
sense of community and bolstering local businesses.  
“We see this as a way to make German Village a 
destination,” says Lane Public Library Hamilton 
Branch Manager Carol Bowling. 

The Plaza was dedicated at a ribbon cutting last December 
at the German Village Christmas Walk. Ann Dennett, the 
chair of the walk, said the Plaza worked out beautifully for 
the annual event.  The center part of the Plaza was ideal 
for singers and entertainment.  “With the bollards up and 
traffic stopped on Third Street, people had the freedom to 
move around without car traffic,” she added.

German Village Association President Debbie Rippberger 
says she feels the Plaza turned out even better than she 
expected. Utilities are underground, and the brick street 
and sidewalk are on the same level with no curbs.  “There 
are even benches so that in the warm weather, people can 
sit outside and read in front of the library,” she said. 



2016: A Year of Celebration and Anniversaries in Hamilton

The Hamilton Community Foundation turns 65 this year!  The Hamilton Community Foundation 
has been making an impact in greater Hamilton for 65 years, since it was founded by a group of friends 
on Christmas Eve 1951. Its historic home, the Lane-Hooven House, will be open for tours in October, 
as will the Lane Library on Third Street as part of its 150th anniversary.  A variety of programs 
sponsored by both organizations are being planned, to be held under a large tent in German Village Plaza.   
Further celebration of the Foundation’s 65th birthday and recognition of those who 
helped contribute to its success will also take place later in this year.

The Sesquicentennial activities of the Lane Libraries will also include a birthday party for Clark Lane.  
On Saturday, April 9 from 2 to 3 p.m., the plaza will be the venue for the party. Clark Lane was born in April of 1823 
and is the Library’s original benefactor. The free public event will include cake, ice cream and live music. 

The City of Hamilton turns 225 years old this year.  Hamilton was founded in 1791 by European Americans as 
Fort Hamilton, and is named to honor Alexander Hamilton. The City’s official birthday is September 30, and the City is 
planning a celebration for that day as well as other celebrations of Hamilton’s first official year of existence. 

Stephen T. Badin High School celebrates 50 years with a festival June 24-26 in German Village Plaza. 

The 25th Annual German Village Christmas Walk is Sunday, December 3.

Focus on Grants: The Hamilton Flea
A grant last fall by the Hamilton Community Foundation will help 
make possible a unique new event this year: The Hamilton Flea.  
The flea market will take place from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on German 
Village Plaza the second Saturday of the month all summer. 

A committee of volunteers has been working tirelessly on the Flea 
since last year.  The Foundation granted the Flea $14,900 for initial 
expenses to help get the positive community event off the ground. 
   
“The Hamilton Flea was created with the support of Hamiltonians 
and from the love of this city.  This initiative emerged from the visi-
ble success of other modern-day flea markets and from the outpour-
ing encouragement of the community,” said Lauren Smallwood, 
coordinator of the Flea.  “We anticipate 50 vendors for our events 
while attracting 1,000 patrons.” 

The Flea will feature a variety of artisans who specialize in hand-
crafted goods, including antique and repurposed furniture, jewelry, clothing and other vintage and decorative items. There will be 
craft beer and plenty of food trucks serving unique fare.  The event is family friendly and will include activities for children.
  
“The Flea is good for German Village,” says Debbie Rippberger, president of the German Village Association.  “It will be a nice 
experience for all of Hamilton, and will bring people in from Cincinnati, Dayton and surrounding communities.” 
 
“Hamilton is generating a lot of enthusiasm and we envision embedding this event into the revitalization that is occurring,” 
added Lauren.  



Steve Berry, PhD, is a Chicago native who moved his family 
to Oxford in 1979 from Southern California. At Miami 
University, he taught and supervised a behavioral neuroscience 
research lab, studying brain changes during learning and 
publishing dozens of papers in scientific journals and books.
 
In 1988, the family moved again, this time from Oxford to 
Hamilton.  As he moves into retirement, Steve has time to 
explore what Hamilton has to offer, and think about ways of 
giving back. That desire led he and his wife, Cathy, to begin 
the S.D. Berry Family Fund at the Hamilton Community 
Foundation. 
 
They chose a Donor Advised Fund, says Steve, because of its 
flexibility.  A Donor Advised Fund is held in the name of a 
donor at the Hamilton Community Foundation.  The donor 
can then make suggestions throughout the year for charitable 
grants from the fund.  Based on the donor’s philanthropic 
passions, Foundation staff can keep donors abreast of com-
munity needs throughout the year that match donor interests.
     
As part of his work at Miami University, Steve wrote funding 
proposals, garnering support from the National Institutes of 
Health and the National Science Foundation. He says he 
understands the resource development aspect of nonprofits 
and now wants to make an impact where his family lives. Now 
semi-retired, he is also exploring volunteer work. Cathy is 
retired from the Talawanda School District where she developed 
a resource classroom and program for special needs children.

www.hamiltonfoundation.org

The S.D. Berry Family Fund

The Berrys are interested in hunger/nutrition issues, 
diversity, education and fine arts. “As a scientist who 
started with a liberal arts degree from Notre Dame, I 
realize that fine art engages people on many levels 
and is useful in any career,” Steve explains. Steve 
says that he and Cathy have a long term commit-
ment to a fair society, with support and opportunity 
for all--regardless of race, religion or behavioral chal-
lenges.
 
They have four grown children and eight grandchil-
dren. Both their daughters live in Boston and their 
older son lives in Hamilton with his wife and three 
children. Their younger son and daughter-in-law 
recently moved back to Hamilton from Boston area, 
and have quickly become involved in the community.

Just after establishing the S.D. Berry Fund, Steve 
and Cathy set about recommending grants reflecting 
their interests.  In its first month, five grants were 
made from the Fund to nonprofit organizations in 
greater Hamilton serving a variety of needs! Both 
Steve and Cathy say they are impressed with the 
energy and enthusiasm behind efforts to reinvigorate 
Hamilton through nonprofit organizations and the 
arts. 

Welcome to our NEW FUNDS  

S.D. Berry Family Advised Fund

Hamilton Civic Park Fund

Experience Fund-(benefitting the Boy & Girls Club 
of Hamilton)

Todd and Karen Haacke Advised Fund

Darlene S. Hoskins Memorial Scholarship

Hamilton Parks Conservancy Endowment Fund 

Steve and Cathy Berry at an Edinburgh castle



Ross High School senior Lauren Geraci 
is going places -- and the first is one of 
the 11 colleges to which she has been 
accepted.  

Lauren is excited about her future, and 
credits part of her success to her four 
years of participation in the Youth 
Philanthropy Committee (YPC) of the 

Hamilton Community Foundation.  She is currently finishing two years 
as YPC president. 

In the program, students from Hamilton, Badin, Ross and New Miami 
High Schools meet monthly to learn about Hamilton through guest 
speakers and hands-on volunteer experiences. Each spring they participate 
in an extensive and thoughtful grant making process, culminating in 
$35,000 granted to community organizations serving youth.  The student 
members have a unique opportunity to see the inner workings of nonprofit 
organizations, and practice critical thinking and decision making skills. 

Legacy Society Donor Profile – Kathy Walsh 

Kathy Walsh’s family has a long and generous history with the Hamilton 
Community Foundation. Her parents were Dr. Edward T. and Margaret A. Keating.  
A memorial scholarship in their honor is held at the Hamilton Community 
Foundation, and it is designated for a Badin graduate pursuing a career in the 
medical field.  Kathy’s late husband, Denny, was an enthusiastic supporter of the 
Foundation, working tirelessly for years on behalf of many philanthropic causes in 
the community.
  
Now Denny and Kathy’s granddaughter, Libby Crank, a junior at Badin High 
School, is active with the Hamilton Community Foundation’s Youth Philanthropy 
Committee. Kathy recently joined the Hamilton Community Foundation’s Legacy 
Society to provide a permanent source of support for the Foundation through her 
estate.

Both originally from Hamilton, Kathy and Denny raised four children in their Highland Park home, and she now has five 
grandchildren to enjoy.   Her friends and the volunteer work she has done at the Westover Retirement Community gift 
shop for nearly 40 years also keep her busy. 

Kathy’s father practiced medicine in Hamilton for 45 years.  Her mother was a nurse at Mercy Hospital, and both were 
active in the community. Each spring, Kathy and her family have the opportunity to review the applications for the Keating 
scholarship.  “I am always so impressed with the student applicants,” she says. “They have over the top GPAs, they are 
involved in the community, and many of them work, too.” 

She recalls her Hamilton childhood, when she and her mom would board the bus to go downtown. There were many 
shops and restaurants and they made a day of it.  She now enjoys seeing what she feels is a resurgence in Hamilton. 
“It’s so nice to drive down the streets and see the new store fronts,” she says.  

Kathy enjoys watching Libby carry on the family‘s tradition of giving and community involvement. 
“I told Libby that her grandpa would be so proud of her, because he was interested in this,” she says, 
referring to community philanthropy. 

A family tradition of giving: Kathy Walsh 
and granddaughter Libby Crank.

The National Honor Society student is also active in her school’s marching 
band, mock trial team and student newspaper. “In every interaction I 
have with adults I apply what I have learned in YPC” she says. 

Most students are members of YPC all four years of high school. There 
are new freshmen every fall, and every spring seniors graduate and go 
off to college.  “I like watching each member grow,” she says. She adds 
that her own participation has solidified her leadership skills, such as 
learning to consider the diversity of opinions in a discussion to help the 
group reach a consensus. 

Lauren’s advice to other young people: Never stop improving. Put 
yourself out there.  Take some risks and learn from them. 
She has now narrowed her college list down to three -- Ohio University, 
Wittenberg University and Xavier University.  

She plans to double major of Marketing and Political Science, and 
would like to work on political campaigns.  “My mom has asked me, 
‘What if you had not been in YPC?’ I can’t imagine,” says Lauren. “You 
learn to value your civic responsibility.  It’s a privilege.”  

YPC student profile – Lauren Geraci 



FOUNDATION MISSION 
STATEMENT 
“Building a better community 
through creative philanthropy, 
vision and leadership.” 

FOUNDATION VISION 
STATEMENT 
“Continue to be the trusted resource 
for growing philanthropy and leading 
change to improve our community.” 

WOMEN’S FUND GRANTS

The Women’s Fund of the Hamilton Community Foundation 
supports projects and programs promoting the well-being of 
women of all ages. The Women’s Fund offers a grant opportunity 
one time each year to 501(c) 3 organizations addressing 
women’s issues and located in Butler County. The deadline to 
apply for a grant from the Women’s Fund this year is Friday, May 
20, 2016.  The application and instructions are available on 
our website, hamiltonfoundation.org. 

319 North Third Street   

Hamilton, Ohio  45011

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Stay Connected!
www.hamiltonfoundation.org

513-863-1717
      
Like us on       Check out our 

       donor stories on 

UPCOMING SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINES  

Monday, June 20, 2016  is the f inal scholarship deadline 
of the year. Students who have received a multi-year 
scholarship from the Foundation may complete a renewing 
application online by June 20, 2016.  The 2016/2017 
renewing application is available at hamiltonfoundation.org.

Monday, June 20, 2016 is also the deadline for online 
scholarship applications for:
- Students who are currently in college (and graduated
   from Hamilton, Badin, Ross or New Miami). 
- Adults who are returning to school and who reside in   
  Hamilton. 


